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                Individuals who wish to propose films for review in the Journal should communicate with Thomas Doherty, American Studies Department, Brandeis University, 415 South St., Waltham, MA 02454-9110; doherty@brandeis.edu.
Milk in the Land challenges viewers to rethink the meaning of milk and to add sadness, outrage, or fear to thoughts of its American-style consumption. The film is an earnest, artsy alternative to comedian Lewis Black's routine about good old “moo cow fuck milk.” Anecdotes and images showcase overproduction, overprocessing, and over-the-top promotion of an unnatural product. To blame one penny-pinching, shortsighted consumers, agribusiness moguls, and corrupt public officials, in league with militaristic white supremacists and misogynists. We and they are the villains in Ariana Gerstein and Monteith McCollum's lyrical account. Insofar as there are heroes, they hail from the insurgent, lowbudget, low-tech, local food avant-garde.
This take on American “Frankenfoods” will hardly surprise viewers who shop in college towns. Campus commerce hypes countercultural foods almost as much as happy hours. In the past decade, the notion that Americans are “overfed and undernourished” has become commonplace, as has the advocacy of organic, raw, and free-range remedies. Since the time when Prohibitionist Carrie Nation wielded her hatchet and Upton Sinclair published The Jungle (1906), there has been a steady flow of such diet-centered populism. It was harnessed in the Progressive Era to foster government regulations and, more recently, to promote international fair trade and domestic community-supported agriculture (csa) as well as fashionable niches for agribusiness chameleons. Witness the popularity of Michael Pollan's The Omnivore's Dilemma (2006) and In Defense of Food (2008), and Eric Schlosser's Fast Food Nation (2001). They frequent U.S. best-seller lists, even while Anthony Bourin and Food Network associates wax ironically about comfort “food porn.”
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