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Her study begins in the earliest days of the women's liberation movement, when many women were discovering that the sexual revolution had not, in fact, resulted in true heterosexual equity. Bronstein examines the early feminist action against the rise of pornography that accompanied the sexual liberalism of the late 1960s and early 1970s and concludes that this critique led to a focus on media portrayals of violence against women and ultimately to the formation of wavaw in 1976, “the first national feminist organization to focus exclusively on the problem of sexual violence in the media” (p. 83). But unlike subsequent organizations, wavaw did not emphasize “pornography per se” but rather violence in mainstream popular culture. Additionally, wavaw “rejected government restriction” as a solution to the problem, a tactic that more radical antiporn activists would later employ (pp. 83–84).
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