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Further, the author elaborates on the now accepted truth that borderlands transcend man-made boundaries. In Arizona, relationships between Mexicans and Chinese took root in the Tucson enclave (El Barrio) where Mexican American citizens helped the Chinese by renting them land or purchasing merchandise from them. In Sonora similar Chinese communities took shape and marriages became commonplace with Mexican women. Kinship bonds and commercial ties did not confine themselves to geographic delineations, however. Instead, interplay among groups characterized life in this transnational region; for the author, “the U.S.-Mexico borderlands was a world of overlapping cultures” where migration, settlement, relationships, commercial exchange, and cultural distillation occurred (p. 12).
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